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Welcome to Nebraska

Welcome to Nebraska! Covering more than 77,000 square miles in the central U.S., Nebraska is

a land of contrasts. Tall, densely wooded bluffs tower high above the mighty Missouri River
alongt he statebs eastern bcohagedgreatly siAce the daysithe fast t h e
Plains Indians, fur traders and explorers dared to discover its treasures, their legacies and spirits
still linger there todayCentral Nebraska has some of the best farmland in the state, charming
farmsteadsand row &er row of corn, soybeans and other crops that help feed the world.

Further north, the remote and vast Sandhills of rcetitral Nebraska are the largest grass
stabilized sand dunes in the Western Hemisphere aotaicewhere cattle far outnumbeeople.

In western Nebraskahé rugged Pine Ridge and Wildcat Hills will astouyal with their
timeless beauty, especially at sunset. Mighty buttes and bluffs that afford an incredible view as
far as the eye can see are well worth the drive.

Ne br a $v da@est cities, Omaha and Lincoloffer urban chic and a cosmopolitan
atmosphere where you can enjoy a relaxing latte and biscotti at a sidewalk café in a historic
district during the day and a Tony Awandnning musical in the evening. Getting awagrh it

all and relaxing has never been easier than in NebrBskaf. bright lights and big cities are not

your thiasginlucklddddreeti onately known as fAGreate
Lincoln and Omahaffers small town charm wherethetoé e pot 6s al ways on a
are always flying at the local café.

As for water, Nebraska has abundance of that toblore than 2,500 lakes dot the countryside,
including the massive 58quaremile Lake McConaughy near Ogallalbiking, biking, bird

watching, tubing andit anki ngo are some of t pastimesttetn y o u't
Nebraska is famous fo€ontemplate life as you float down the river in a tank with your puds

adnire the breathtaking and majestic sight and sound of hundreti®wusands of Sandrsli

Cranes taking flight at once in the early miag hours, or spend a week bicycling across
Nebraska.

The information in this group tour travel planner is designed to help make planning and
operating your tour through Nebraska asyeand profitable as possible. If you need more
information or assistance please contactgioeip travel manager with tiéebraska Travel and
Tourism Division.

Paula Bohaty, Group Travel Manager

Nebraska Division of Travel and Tourism, P.O. Box 98207Goln, NE 685098907
402. 471. B335 802-87 3026 (fax)
paula.bohaty@nebraska.gdwww.VisitNebraska.gov

NEBRASKA

possibilities...endless™


mailto:paula.bohaty@nebraska.gov
http://www.visitnebraska.gov/




TABLE OF CONTENTS

General Information

Nebraska at a Glang
Receptive Operator
Nebraska Temperatures and Precipital
In-State Mileage Chat
Distances to Other Citie
Nebraska Locater Ma
Nebraska Chambers

Group Tour ltineraries
Discovered What They Explored: Following the Trail of Lewis and C
Northern Exposurg
06 Pi
Plains and Crane
From Cosmopolitan to Cowboys: Omaha to Ogal
Westward Ho! Following the Oregon and Mormon Trg
Journeys Across Western Nebras
Lakes and Prairies of Southwestern Nebrg

Attractions/Events/Theme Tours

Birding in Nebraskg
Holiday Celebrationg
Nebraska: Off the Beaten P3

Naturally Nebraska: Nature Tourism Opportunities

Native American

Farms

Rancheg

Outfitters/Guides & Water Recreatiq
Wildlife/Bird Watching

Natural Beauty

Wineries & Vineyardg

Old West/Pioneer

Nurseries & Garden

Nature Based Bsinesse;

Accommodations Guide

~N~No oo hWNE

11
17
24
30
37
45
52
56

59
63
67

75
76
76
77
78
80
82
84
85
86






Hastings Museum of Natural and Cultural History, Hastings







NEBRASKA AT A GLANCE

Time Zones Lowest point: 840 feet in Richardson
County along the Missouri River.

The state of Nebraska spans two time zones.
The eastern twthird of Nebraska is
included in the Central Time Zone, and the
western third in the Mountain Time Zone.

Nebraskads avelOafgee el eva

Land Area

When traveling on Interstate 80, the time 77,358 square miles; T6argest state
change occurs between the Sutherland and

Paxtonexits. Nebraska measures 459 miles across at its
widest point, following a diagonal from
Nebraska Topography southeast to northwest.

Eastern Nebraska is covered with rugged .

bluffs, rolling hills, picturesque valleys and ~ Population

lush vegetation. The Great Plains stretch 1,713,375 (2000); 38largest state
westward across 75 percent of the state, and

include rock formations, eroded hills and Statehood

deep canyos Nebraska became the ®gtate on March 1,

The Sandhills., Nort hiS04&

stabilized sand dune formation, cover the ..

west central part of Nebraska, and are QOrigin of Name

bordered by the Nebraska National Forest Fr o m Ot o Il ndi an wor d

near Thedford. meaning Afl at watero (th
the Platte River, which crosses the state).

meri cads | argest

The High Plains are northwest, southwest,

and west of the Sandhills. With this i
12,000 square miles are the scenic and State Capltal
rugged Wildcat Hills and Pine Ridge. A
smal | area of South D§tlé€etégvser8adlands al so

Lincoln

extends into northwest Nebraska. nment
Nebraska is the only state with a single
Location house Legistared the Unicameral.

North central United States, bordered by ) ..
South Dakota to the north, lowa and FIVe Largest Cities

Missoui to the east, Kansas on the south, Omaha 404,267

and Colorado and Wyoming to the west Lincoln 235,594
Bellevue 46,734
Elevation Grand Island 43,771

Highest point: Panorama Point (5,424 feet) Kearney 28,211

in Kimball County.
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State Parks Receptive Operators

8 state park areas Arrow Stagelines
74 recreational and historical areas 720 E. Norfolk Avenue
5 federal camping areas Norfolk NE 68701

Tel: 402371-3840

Fax: 402371-3267

Flower: Goldenrod www.arrowstagelines.com
Tree: Cottonwood ) )
Bird: Western Meadowlark Arrow Stagelines
Insect: Honeybee g€
) . . 5250 Superior Street
Mammal: White-tailed Deer :
) . Lincoln NE 68504
Motto: Equality before the Law )
) Tel: 4024759229
Gemstone: Blue Chalcedony )
o ) Fax: 4024750782
Fish: Channel Catfish www.arrowstagelines.com
Song: Beautiful Nebraska : 4 }

Soft Drink: Kool-Aid Kincaid Coach Lines

1127 N. 28 Street

Presidential Birthplace Omaha NE 68102

38" PresidentGerald Rudolph Ford Tel: 402342-1855

Born: July 14, 1913 (Omaha) Toll-free: 800407-3403
Fax: 402342-1846

Nickname www.kincaidcoach.com

The Cornhusker State (from the method of

harvesting or fhuski nddlinesandAIrpeESs d)

Grand Island
Seasons US Airways Express
Nebraska offers a full forseason climate.
Kearney
. United Airlines, Great Lakes, Frontier
Normal average daily temperatures range Airlines
from minus 20° F in thavinter to more than
75° F in the summer. .
Lincoln

Annual precipitation ranges from more than Allegiant Air, Delta, United

300 i n t he sout heast
western Nebraska.

t o | ess t han 170 i n

Omaha
American Airlines, Continental Airlines,

] Delta Air Lines, Frontier Airlines, Mesa
Rivers and Lakes Airlines, Midwest Airlines, Southwest
Nebraska has approximately 2,500 natural Airlines, United Airlines, US Airways
and mammade lakes.
North Platte
Great Lakes Airlines




